Native American Diorama Guidelines

The diorama should include index cards, which provide interesting facts related to the elements that are displayed in the diorama or to the topic.  For example, if you construct a model tepee, you need to state what this is and write facts about the tepee on an index card.
Suggested materials: 

* Cardboard or shoebox 

* Construction and tissue paper 

* Crayons, markers, colored pencils 

* Dirt, sand, leaves, twigs 

* Pipe cleaners, Popsicle sticks 

* Yarn, string, felt, foam, material 

Procedure: 

1. Using cardboard or a shoebox (no larger than a desk) make the environment of your tribe. For example, did they live in the forest near the ocean, in the desert, on the great plains, etc.? Use dirt, sand, leaves, twigs and other materials necessary to create the land for the tribe. 

2. Create the tribal homes. Did they live in large groups? Small groups, single family dwellings? Did they live in a teepee, Hogan, longhouse, etc.? 

3. Make men, women and children of the tribe. Add them to your diorama. How did they dress? What activities did they do? Have them doing those activities.

4. Did your tribe farm? Hunt? Herd animals? Fish? Be sure your display shows this. 

5. What type of cooking utensils did your tribe use? Did they make baskets? Did they make pottery? Totem poles or other crafts made from wood?  Include any of these items in your display that relate to your tribe.
Rubric for Assessing Dioramas and Projects 
3 Capable 

The diorama is carefully constructed, visually appealing, and three dimensional. The background drawing and standing cutouts and figures convey important information about the subject (e.g., appearance, food, and shelter) and its environment. Display cards provide interesting facts related to elements displayed in the diorama or to the topic. 

2 Satisfactory 

The diorama displays relevant details about the subject and its environment. The information is presented through the background drawings pasted inside the box and a few standing cutouts or toy figures. Display cards provide some additional information about elements shown in the diorama. 

1 Beginning 

A drawing (e.g. trees or sky) pasted onto the back of the diorama includes few details about the subject or its environment. 
